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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

——

TrE following essay was originally pub-
lished in the form of a lecture ; and it was
delwvered to the members of that branch of
the Evangelical Union which is established
wn Berlin.

The Union s a remarkable feature of
the present state of religious life in modern
Germany. It was founded in 1887 after
the conclusion of the Kulturkampf, with the
professed object of protecting the interests
of Protestantism against the increasing
power of the Roman Church. In that

respect it bears some resemblance to certain
7 .
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Tue name of Jesus Christ of Noazareth

. meither s there salvation in any
other: for there is no other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we may
be saved. '

Such is the creed of the Christian Church.
With this creed she began ; in the faith of
it her martyrs have died; and fo-day, as
eighteen hundred years ago, it is from this
creed that she derives her strength. The
whole substance and meaning of religion,;

life in' God, the forgiveness of sins, consola-
2

































28 CHRISTIANITY AND HISTORY

whether secret or open, deals in the main
with these questions; and in some shape
or other they are doubts which have been
entertained and pondered by us all.



PERSONALITY AND DEVELOPMENT

Now, as regards the first assault : it is the
most comprehensive, but also the weakest,
of the three.

It is perfectly true that the strength of
our modern conception of history lies in
the effort which we everywhere make to
trace the development of things, and to
show how one thing has grown out of
another. That this is the true task of
the historian is a proposition which can
no longer be disputed. There can be no
manner of doubt thgt it is only by this



























38 CHRISTIANITY AND HISTORY

acknowledged that they had received, from
the abundance of this one man, grace for
grace. This fact, which lies open to the
light of day, is unique in history; and it
requires that the actual personality behind
it should be honoured as unique.



II
PERSONALITY AND PRINCIPLE

Tris disposes of the first objection : that
no special or unique position can be
attributed to the person of Jesus Christ,
because of the presumption that all history
takes the form of development.

But now we have to deal with a serious
onslaught. Even though the founder of
the Christian religion may have been an
incomparable man, he lived, we are told,
many centuries ago; and therefore it is
impossible to take him up into our religious

life, and adopt him as its foundation: it
89
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PERSONALITY AND PRINCIPLE [3

of all actions is made to look common
and insipid.”?

We ought not to forget that faith in
Christ is never more than a mere cry of
Lord, Lord, if it does not pass into the
strength of allegiance in the good cause.
Not those did he himself call his brothers
and his sisters, who desired to see him,
or to raise aloft his name in the world;
but those who do the will of his Father
in heaven. It is by this utterance that
we have always to judge the Christian’s

faith.
1 Goethe.—Trs
















































PERSONALITY AND HISTORY 67

not of our making, and we cannot
resolve them in any arbitrary fashion of
our own. Rather let us trust to that
divine guidance which knows what is
good for us; let us proclaim truly, and
with a pure mind, the knowledge which
we ‘have received; and then let us
endeavour to understand the profound
saying, that natural strength and the
crutch that supports it come from the
same source—Krdfte und Kriicken kom-
men aus EINER Hand.'

It may, perhaps, have been expected
that I should speak of other matters: of
the changes which Christianity has ex-
perienced in the course of its history, or of
the blessings which it has spread abroad
in the world. But a knowledge of the

1 Goethe.—TRr.
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